PSC 280 – Introduction to Political Philosophy
Fall 2003
Rock Valley College

Catalogue Description
Survey of major political philosophers and concepts in the history of political thought. The course focuses on classical and modern theorists, emphasizing such concepts as justice, equality, power, liberty, and rights.
The Instructor
P.S. Ruckman, Jr. came to RVC in 1998.  He was born and raised in Pensacola, FL. and earned B.A. degrees in both political science and philosophy from the University of West Florida. Professor Ruckman earned an M.S. and Ph.D. in political science from Florida State University and taught both graduate and undergraduate courses in constitutional law and judicial politics at NIU from 1991-1997. Professor Ruckman has published articles in the Journal of Politics, Presidential Studies Quarterly and Social Science Quarterly and his research and commentary have been featured in Congressional Quarterly, Washington Post, USA Today, Los Angeles Times, Boston Globe, New York Daily News, Christian Science Monitor, and Rolling Stone magazine. He has been a guest on National Public Radio’s Talk of the Nation and is consulted by the CBS Evening News, Newsweek, the New York Times and Harper’s Magazine. Professor Ruckman is also Editor of the Ultimate Political Science Links Page (a leading web resource for political scientists world-wide). His wife, Heidi E. Ruckman, is a graduate of the John Marshall School of Law and a practicing attorney. 

Instructor’s Contact Information
Office Location: 
Classroom Building One (CL1), Room 245

Office phone:

815-921-3392
Division phone:
815-921-3501

E-mail: 

( PSRuckman@aol.com  (
Required Textbook
Tannenbaum, Donald and David Schultz. 2004. Inventors of Ideas: An Introduction to Western Political Philosophy (Second Edition). Thomson/Wadsworth: Belmont California.
Additional Required Class Readings

Several classic texts of political philosophy and homework questions from the primary text can be found on the class webpage at:

              http://www.rvc.cc.il.us/faclink/pruckman/phil/phil.htm

Class Attendance Policy
Students are expected to attend class on a regular basis.  Records of class attendance will be of central importance (1) in the calculation of “participation” grades - additional comments below - and (2) in the case of final grades that are ‘border-line.’  In general, you should know the instructor will not reward students who miss class in the same manner as students who are in class, attentive and willing to participate.
In order for an absence to be considered “excused,” a written explanation by an objective third party (police officer, judge, lawyer, doctor, office administrator, coach, advisor, etc) must be submitted to me upon your immediate return to class. Your best friend, mother, father, or relatives will generally not qualify as an objective “third party.” An “excused” absence will generally (but not always) inform the instructor of school-related events or document illness or extreme hardship.  Having to work, going on vacation, sleeping-in, or “just not feeling good” will not be considered valid reasons for missing class. DO NOT call the instructor (or the Division Office) or send e-mail with respect to missing a class.  E-mails, phone calls, and hand written notes will not be considered valid sources of information for my decision. At some point, even if absences are excused, your grade will fall. The instructor generally employs the following guidelines:


4 points from participation grade for every missed lecture / hour (excused)


7 points from participation grade for every missed lecture / hour (unexcused)

Tests and Preparation
There will be three major tests during the course of the semester covering the three major divisions of the course (see Tentative Course Outline below). Tests One and Two will be announced in class at least one week in advance. Test Three will, again, not be comprehensive.
Each exam will consist of (1) multiple choice questions – derived from material emphasized in the textbook homework questions and class notes (2) short answer questions – based on class notes and outlined on review sheets distributed in class and (3) quotations – requiring the student to identify the author and principal work associated with that author, if any. 
The instructor will be happy to review all of the materials employed for test preparation - including practice answers to short answer questions, up until the day before each examination. Students can bring such materials to the instructor’s office before class, set up an appointment, or e-mail them to the instructor. If e-mail is employed, the student should simply highlight copy and paste the work into the body of the e-mail. The instructor will not download anything.
Participation 
A participation score will constitute 8% percent of each student’s final grade. This score will primarily measure attendance and general attentiveness. As a general rule, the instructor will automatically award each student a participation grade of “90” and grades fall or rise from this point. Outstanding participation throughout the semester will increase this score. Contrasting behavior and/or poor test performance (see additional comments above and below) will lower this score.

* Attendance Qualification: Students missing more than 4 days which are unexcused will receive a participation grade no higher than 60.  Students missing more than 6 days of class - for any reason - will receive participation grade no higher than 60.

* Professional Behavior Qualification: Sleeping in class, reading or working on unrelated materials, carrying on extended private conversations, failure to participate in the note taking process, consistent failure to bring the textbook to class, and persistent disruption of the class by tardiness will generally result in a participation grade of “F” - without formal notice.   

* Upper Limit Qualification: Only in rare circumstances will the instructor award a participation grade more than 5 points higher than the average of a student’s test scores when such scores contain more than one mark below 70. 
Additional Information 
The final grade will be translated on a standard scale: A (90-100) B (80-89) C (70-79) D (60-69) F (0-59). The computation of this grade will be based on the following weights: 
Test 1
=
20% 

Classic Text Worksheets (Average Score of 5)
17%


Test 2
=
25 %

Participation





8%
Test 3
=
30%
Tentative Course Outline

Ancient and Medieval

Plato

427-347 B.C.

The Republic,  The Laws
Aristotle 
384-322 B.C.

Politics

Cicero

106-43 B.C.

The Republic, The Laws
Paul

3-67


Epistle to the Romans
Epictetus
50-120


The Discourses, The Manual
M.Aurelius
121-180

Meditations
St. Augustine
354-430

The City of God (426)
Aquinas
1225-1274

On Kingship, Summa Theologica



Dante

1265-1321

De Monarchia (1310)


Marsilio
1270-1342

The Defender of the Peace (1324)



Luther

1483-1546

misc.
16th, 17th and 18th Century

Machiavelli
1469-1527

The Prince (1513)
Hobbes
1588-1679

Leviathan (1651)
Locke

1632-1704

Two Treatises of Government (1690)
Montesquieu
1689-1755

The Spirit of the Laws (1748)
Rousseau
1712-1778

The Social Contract (1762)
Smith

1723-1790

Wealth of Nations (1776)
Kant

1724-1804

misc.
Burke

1729-1797

Reflections on the Revolution in France (1790)
Paine

1737-1809

Common Sense (1776), The Rights of Man (1791)
Hegel

1770-1831

Philosophy of Law (1821), Philosophy of History (1837)

19th and 20th Century

Bentham
1784-1832

misc.
Mill

1806-1873

On Liberty (1859)

Marx/Engels
1818-1883

The Communist Manifesto (1848)
Spencer
1820-1903

Social Statics (1851)
Nietzsche
1844-1900

misc.

Gandhi

1869-1948

misc.
Lenin

1870-1924

misc.
Keynes

1883-1946

The End of Laissez-Faire (1926)
Friedman
1912-


Capitalism and Freedom (1962)
Rawls

1921-


A Theory of Justice (1971)
